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THE MOTHER (after Sami Michael)
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For Contralto and 4 Flutes

Words: Rahel Yona-Michael after Sami Michael's 'Pigeons at
Trafalgar Square’ (in Hebrew and Arabic)
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The Mother

. Ibni* Badir, behind the wall
A,

H.

My son Badir, behind the wall

You should know, you have a brother and a sister

Karim and Sana

I wanted to tell you in Arabic

Yesterday they killed your father

They killed your father, they killed your father
Shots were heard from every direction

My dear son

They tore you from me

I talk to you in a strange language, not
in the language in which I suckled you

A. 1talk to you in a strange language, not

in the language in which I suckled you

. A strange language twists my tongue

The mother tongue is the language of emotion
The mother tongue is the language of the heart

. I want to see you again once more
. Shall 1 see you again once more?

1. Ibni Badir, behind the wall
. My son Badir, behind the wall

So near and yet so unattainable

*So near and yet so unattainable

Translation: Gila Abrahamson

You should know, you have a brother and a sister
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Phonetics

H.

"ibni badir me*ever lakhoma
. "ibni badir wara'a-|-bab

. teda’, yesh lekha *akh ve’akhot

A. laka akhon wa ukhton

karim wasana

. ratsiti lesaper lekha be‘arvit,
"etmol hargu et "avikha
. katal(i *abaka, katall *abaka
. yeriyot nishme*u bekhol makom
. "ibni-I-‘aziz
. hifki‘u *otkha mimeni
*adaber ’itkha besafa zara, lo
basafa shehenakti *otkha
. atakallamu ma‘aka bilughaten gharibaten
walaysa billughati-"llati *arda‘tuka "iyyaha

. safa zara me*avetet et leshoni,
sfat “em hi sfat haregesh

. lughati-I-"um hiya lughati-l-kalb

. rotsa lir"otkha shuv pa‘am ’akhat

. hal sa-raka marratan ‘ukhra

. "ibni badir me‘ever lakhoma
. ibni badir wara’a-I-bab

H. kol kakh karov vekol kakh bilti musag

. karibun Ziddan wasa‘bu ’al-manal
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