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Tsippi Fleischer [b. 1946) is considered the first internationally-established woman composer from the Middle East; she has been marked for her contribution to contemporary music, and received
many intemational awards and residency scholarships. Her academic achieverents also include Bachelor’s degrees in music theory and composition and in Oriental Studies, and Master’s degrees
in Music Education and in Semitic Linguistics; in 1995, she was awarded a PhD in Musicology for her dissertation on Cherubini’'s Medée. Her works have been performed in over 40 cities around the
world [incuding major cultural capitals] by renowned sofoists, ensembles, choirs and orchestras, and preserved on over 20 commercial CDs.

Tsippi Fleischer's music brings together diverse stylistic and cultural influences, including the languages and musical styies of the Middle East (from ancient languages to modern Hebrew and Arabic),
and European traditions from the Renaissance to the avant-garde and electronic music. Her oeuvre includes: seven symphonies; five operas; two oratorios, the cantata «Like Two Branches», based on
apoem by a 6th-century Arab poetess, which represents the culmination of the composer’s stylistic achievement; & large number of song cycles; multi-media works in ancient Semitic languages; and
more,

For several decades, Dr. Tsippi Fleischer lectured at the Department of Music, Levinsky College of Education, Tel Aviv, and served as Special Projects and Forums Moderator there. She taught several
generations of musicians who are now making their mark on the Israefi and international music scene in composition, conducting, performance and education. Since her retirement from regular
teaching in 2005, alongside her intense activity as a composer, she has been summarizing her impressive decades-long period of music teaching and research into the history and analysis of Hebrew
song, including the two-volume treatise, «The Harmonization of Songsy, and the large-scale monograph «Matti Caspi: The Magic and the Enigmas.

More details, including a comprehensive work-list, bibliography and discography, are available on the compaser’s website, http;//www.tsippifieischer.com.

Fwad Rifka - born in 1933 in the village of Kafrun, Syria, studied at the American University in Beirut. In the 50s he served as an officer in the Syrian army and, after demohbilization, furthered his
studies in Germany. He translated into Arabic a selection of poems by the German poet Reiner Maria Ritke, who influenced his work to a certain degree.

Shauki Abi Shakra - born in 1935 in Mazravat al-Shawk, Lebanon, stood out among the young poets who participated in the poetry quarterly «Shir» during the 60s. He taught in Beirut and later
became a journalist. His poetry is daring both in content and language and his syntax is always surprising as it contains elements of folk speech as well as reflections of European structures.

Muhammad al-Maghut - born in 1932 in the village of Salmiya {near Hamma) in Syria, lived afternately in Damascus and Beirut. He published a number of volumes of poetry which, to a large extent
is experimental and unbound by meter or a reguiar rhyme scheme.

Unsi al-Hajj - born in 1939 to a family of intellectuals and writers, was a prolific poet and active journalist in Beirut. He made his mark as 2 poet in the «Shi:r Quarterty with his surprisingly free style,
foreign to the spirit of Arabic poetry, and with the distincly surrealistic nature of his poems. All his poems are rhymeless and meterless and he consistently disregards the normative rules of Arabic
syntax.

Sasson Somekh, scholar and translator of contemporary Arabic poetry, is a Professor Emeritus in this field at Tel Aviv University, and served as visiting professor at Princeton University, Cambridge
university and Oxford University during the 80s. Born in Baghdad in 1933, in his youth he was in contact with the most important of Iraqi poets and had his own work published in Iragi Jjoumnals.
He came to Israel in 1951 since when he has published translations and critical essays in the Israeli press, both in Hebrew and Arabic. In 1953, together with Prof. David Semanh, he established the
Association of Friends of Arabic Literature in Israel. His doctoral dissertation was devoted to the novels of the Egyptian writer Naguib Mahfouz. His transations often achieve the heights of poetry in
their own right
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This song cycle is one of my earliest works and reflects the inception of the oriental stylistic
tendency in my music. Vocal expressionism and modal impressionism are affirmed in phrases which
climb upwards sharply, in typical instrumental interludes, in the combination of chords creating
chromaticism which is a substitute for the microtones of Arab scales, and in open musical forms which
grow out of fidelity to the text. The musical language mirrors the surrealistic-folkloristic atmosphere
evoked by the words of the poems. The Arab keys (maqamat) are used as scales possessing common
melodic figures, and these scales give rise to a particular harmonic functionality.

I collected the lyrics from contemporary Lebanese and Syrian poetry which I had researched
during my studies with Prof. Sasson Somekh at the Tel Aviv University between the years 1970-1973.

I have forged a dramatic line which links the four poems I have chosen. The first song
expresses the loneliness of a man who has built himself a refuge in the sands of the desert; in the
second this loneliness becomes the anguish of a wanderer who can find no rest. In the third one, his
distress reaches its height: the man has lost his life’s direction and is on the brink of madness
frantically trying to find something to hold on to — be it only a nail! The fourth song represents the
calm after the storm which brings a spark of optimism and is sung without accompaniment, as ifina
dream. '

This song cycle is performed here for the first time with a chamber ensemble.
This arrangement brings a considerable expansion of the timbre and the
harmonic language, a further development of the familiar root.

For listening to this version through the composer's website:
html.http:;//www.tsippi-fleischer.com/disco200013
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"AHUZA
ba'ahuza nugat hakokhavim
la’el baniti me‘ara
mu'eret. ‘
leylot biliti behola

‘imkohanam Sela*onot hayerukot.

bemistorav Selamidbar

‘atuf ‘anenet betula

haya hu ba ‘aday

raglav yad'u ‘oti

yad‘u Sesfat ha'avanim hineni.

vayehi haboker <...>

Song [

Phonetic transliteration of

the Hebrew translation
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Table for Piano

Cluster in both hands, touch softly in the frame

very high
. of octave +triton with the whole hand-palms on
high white keys, and fingers on black keys; two hands
2] middle together including lifting gradually the pedal for decresc.
low

pedal always
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‘AR ‘APAYIM

'imru le’ima hakhu3a
SeSed “im tas 3el 'eS
zara li melah

‘al Stey ‘eynay vetas,
zrakani kekhadur

‘el beyn ragley hasevet
uveyn Sedey ‘anak.
be‘atuni lagvahim
le‘ever hamidbar,
natlu me’etsba'i
taba‘at Say

uzhav Sney ‘af‘apay

Song II

Phonetic transliteration of
the Hebrew translation
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Song 1II

ARON HAMETIM SEMJKHSEHU
RAHOK
‘omed "ani ‘al saf hateruf

kefa'ot ha‘omed ‘al "eden hahalon.

lo yareah basamayim

lo 'ahuvati bamita

yalduti rehoka

ziknuti rehoka

"artsi rehoka.

mitrotsets "ani bekho vakho

kenahar same
3e'ibed "afiko beyom sa‘ar.

mekane 'ani bamasmer

‘al Seyes karSey ‘ets lehabko,
legonen ‘alav

mekane velu bagviyot zavot hadam
"aSer bamidbar

‘al eyed ‘orvim hame3a‘as'im ‘otam,

hatsorhim lema‘anam.

Phonetic transliteration of
the Hebrew translation
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1993 9999 N9

halma na‘ara 3ehi parpar \ 1979 N’fl\_{_) M ﬂp?[\

uvekuma nPIPII

velo yad'a im hi N7 DN YT ND)

na‘ara de halma 3ehi parpar 1979 NODY npRINY 1R

‘o N

parpar ha holem Sc¢hu na‘ara. AW N%ﬂ\g’ DoINn 9979

‘ayru me'ot ba$ anim, ,D2)W3 NINY Y

yeladim, 0T

uvalayla nasav ruah kal 2P M1 aY) ﬂ?}?;%

na‘ara vena‘ar ratsim kefarpar 19792 DXX7 Y W)

haholem Schu na‘ara ‘im na‘ar 7y) Oy N NINY mpalaty

haholmim 3ehem parpar. 1979 DY DRIIND

uvahuts nitkara', VIR NIN2I

yeladim, ,D"T?Z

parpar. 972

Phonetic transliteration of AND-IN-IOIN
the Hebrew translation TOD PYY Y
Table for Piano
middle high [6] high Always touch gnly once!! yvith pne/both
mallets according to what is written.
[2] under middle high higher When with both mallets- hold mallets and
above middle high highest syvift/act (=play) in contrgdictal directioq,
in the length of one bar with pedal on strings

(4] 1ow (sound will continue naturally).

[5] middle trill (bar 75)
(5] middle on strings (bar 90)
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