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TSIPPI FLEISCHER was born in Haifa, Israel, in 1946. In high school she concentrated on Arabic language and
literature while, at the same time, intensively pursuing piano and theory studies at the Rubin Conservatory of
Music in Haifa. She went on to study composition and conducting with Yitzhak Sadai, Noam Sheriff and Mendi
Rodan at the Rubin Academy of Music in Jerusalem. Throughout this period she continued her Oriental studies.
She obtained her M.A. in music education in 1975 from the University of New York. Today she is a lecturer at

the Tel Aviv University and at the State Training College for Music Teachers.

TSIPPI FLEISCHER deliberately writes Israeli music. As an individual well-rooted in the landscape of her country
and of the region, she gives expression to their special character in her music. Equally manifest in her composition
are universal intellectual and musical foundations.

Amongst her works: a symphonic poem A GIRL NAMED LIMONAD (1977; IMI); a song cycle GIRL-
BUTTERFLY-GIRL for soprano accompanied by oriental folk instruments, on texts by contemporary Lebanese and
Syrian poets (1977; IMI); RESUSCITATION, five miniatures for cello solo (1984; IMI); THE CLOCK WANTS
TO SLEEP for children's chorus (1981; IMP); LAMENTATION for soprano, women's chorus, two harps and
percussion (1985; PEER-Verlag); THE GOWN OF NIGHT, collage of voices of Bedouin children (1988; magnetic-
tape); several ballets and music for the theatre,

SCENES OF ISRAEL - SIX MADRIGALS (1981-1983)

The Six Madrigals were composed in memory of Uri Maimon, a childhood friend who was killed in the Yom-
Kippur War in 1973.

Each madrigal is dedicated to a different corner of Israel. The first - to the mountains of Edom - is of an exotic
nature; the second, to Tel Aviv, has a touch of both surrealism and the "angst" associated with civilization; the
third moves busily around the scenes of Jerusalem. The dramatic climax comes with the fourth madrigal, true

to the spirit of the great poet Uri-Zvi Grinberg; in contrast, the fifth conveys the tranquility of nature. The sixth
and final madrigal is in festive vein; here we have the splendour of the Kinneret associated with the familiar song
which was the inspiration for a grand chaconne.

The musical language is tonal/modal, but with a particular syntax in which a "new order” reigns in the hierarchy
of intervals: against the perfect consonants and their embellishments - the seconds - are pitted the triads which
break down the tonal solidarity of the perfect consonants.

This work is regularly performed by the Israel National Choir "Rinat" and is included in its repertoire. The six
madrigals were recorded during 1987-1989, conducted by Stanley Sperber. This digital recording appears on a
compact-disc "TSIPPI FLEISCHER - VOCAL MUSIC" released by the American company OPUS ONE

(cat. no. 158CD), and on a music- casselte,



ON TRANSCRIPTION OF HEBREW

. glottal stop
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"TSIPPI FLEISCHER

SCENES OF ISRAEL: MADRIGAL No.1

"NO HAND HAS TOUCHED YOU" - To the mountains of Edom
Text: Arnon Ben-Nahum

About Madrigal No. 1

In an exotic nocturnal setting, by the reddish light of the moon, a poet communes
with nature as yet untouched by the hand of man. At a certain moment, above

a background of perfect intervals, a series of common chords bursts out; itis as if
the wanderer, intoxicated by the splendour of distant eras, is rushing about in

a frenzy. '

Amon Ben-Nahum was born in 1930 in Rehovot and lives in Tel Aviv.
His work often stresses the abstract impact of uninhabited landscapes, so that
the echo of things past receive the absurd connotations associated with modern poetry.

Tsippi Fleischer
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Va’ani khokér sla’im vatik
Sebd 1imdéd ’et kdv hagvdl
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Va’ani yoréd ’elékha

'Atad rakhds
Damkhd so’én
L
Damkha solél
'Atd Zalhévet Zel tsamd

Ratson rigon
L

Ve’ im ki tsaméta

Ydd lo haytd bakh
Ydd lo haytd bakh
Salhévet ’anu¥s bakh

Kegdkhal retamim.

NO HAND HAS TOUCHED You

Over the mountains of Edom
Like an ancient copper jar

A moon rises like a bubble

Shining, engraved with Arabian script

And |, a seasoned specialist in rocks,
Have come to survey the border

Foothill of plateau and edge of plain

On an unknowing night

A moon rises

And | come down to you

You are held fast

Your blood throbs

Your blood churns

You are a flame of thirst
A pristine desire

A wild gush

A sparkling eye

Avid for knowledge!

And even though you thirsted
No hand has touched you

No hand has touched you

A consuming flame are you

Like coals of juniper.
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Arnon Ben-Nahum, 1954. In: A. Ben-Nahum, "A1 Gevul Hashakhor halavan", Tel-Aviv,

Levinson House, 1977.

English: Gila Abrahamson
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TSIPPI FLEISCHER

SCENES OF ISRAEL: MADRIGAL No.2
"DON'T BELITTLE THE TEARS" - To Tel Aviv

Text: Bat-Sheva Sheriff

About Madrigal No. 2

Today's tears arise out of despair ; they burst out forcefully and make their way

in the dark of night: they pass (in a storm of tritones) through the outskirts of the
metropolis alight with estranged neon, until they come to rest at a window where
warm candlelight flickers.

Tsippi Fleischer

Bat-Sheva Sheriff was born in Tel Aviv in 1937. Since the '60's she has been
extremely prolific. Her writings illustrate the contemporary poetics of her generation:
free rhyme, blunt speech, the inclusion of new urban material while exploiting all
levels of the Hebrew language and referring back to its origins.

Prof. Ziva Ben-Porat
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*AL TEZALZELU BABEKH! HAMODERNI

Al tezalzeld babékhi hamodérni
Hu zdv kemé ne’én
Bahir likh’ord, megalé, markhiv

*Avdl me’iv lakhalutin kol réges rakhamim.
»

’Al tezalzeld babékhi hamodérni
’Et ozndv hasd
Ve’et ’eyndv hatdkh —

Havé ’aldv hova

’0té la’avaddn,

,1978 ,TnIRDN Y117pn ,R"D

Bat-Sheva Sheriff,

1978.

DON’T BELITTLE THE TEARS OF TODAY

Don’t belittle the tears of today,
They stream like neon,
Seemingly clear, revealing, magnifying,

But completely obscuring any feeling of pity.

Don’t belittle the tears of today,
Shut their ears

And cover their eyes —
Bring about their ruin so as to drag them

Down into the abyss,

Restore
To these tears
The light of candle.

,"Ip?2 DTR" N80 11010 L, Q7P yap-na

"adam Bikar'", Tel-Aviv, Hakibbuts Hameuchad,

English: Gila Abrahamson.
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TSIPPI FLEISCHER

SCENES OF ISRAEL: MADRIGAL No.3
"LIKE A SOFT LIGHT" - To Jerusalem

Text: Yoram Ben-Meir
About Madrigal No. 3

In broad daylight the contented poet views all the sights around him - the trees, children,

flowers... In a single drawn out perpetuum mobile interwoven with leitmotifs which
seem to act as signposts, his eyes stray among the natural and human phenomena.

Yoram Ben-Meir was born in Tel Aviv in 1941 and lives near Jerusalem on
Mount Gilo. His poetry is subjective and intuitive, with scenes of nature and the
human landscape of Israel intertwined in a style owing both to ethos and to eros.

Tsippi Fleischer
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KMO HA’OR HARAKH

Ba3ir nekhu3d lehitdt

Ve’i ’ef3ar bli tdt

Te’end titakhén gam kén —
Bakhatserdt mi3més, bemasmd madehd
Mema3méS. ’Ey misam

Yés 3ir mo’orékb, kmo ha’ér hardkh
Sel khavis, bedamotd ’atsmé le3ad,
Bekhdf ’{3. Zemumd

Regifit, kaSakhdt barimdn.

Vekém ’akdm 1irkém hakhdt

*Arabéska batsiv’onim, vesemdt besemdt,

Va’atsamim ba’atsamim

La’asdt Samot

Bahamdn hatsomkhim min halesdd
Besir, nakhus lehitmameéd

MiSmés.

Lemd’an simkhdt yéled *arvi
St
Poréakh mimizrdkh ’iris-Sakhdm
bt St S

’0fer ’adamd.

Lemd’an simkhdt yéled yehud
Pordkhat tsipdren-nakéd

*GZer ’adamd.

Me’éver liglimét rekumdt,
Gderdt sirim, batd
'0lezét ’alamot 3kikd —

Kaméha ’oddn lo niskeka.

*Amédeti meriakh moriyd yerusalmit
Ni%péa%p-hamér-lo-yimér

Davdr me’éver lo notdr.

LIKE A SOFT LIGHT

The'poem has a determined thrust,

A mulberry is a must,

A fig might do too.

In the yard an apricot appraises the promise
Of progress. Somewhere-there

Is a drawn-out poem, like the soft light

0f a quince, resembling as it does a breast
In someone’s hand. Muzzled

Emotion, a commotion in the pomegranate.

And well | wish to weave the thread into objects,
Arabesque into tulips, words into words,

And objects into objects,

To wreak havoc

In the tumult rising from the sap

0f a poem, determined to appreciate

An apricot.

For the sake of an Arab child’s joy
From the east, a dark-brown iris blooms

Blessing of earth.

For the sake of a Jewish child’s joy
A dappled carnation blooms

Blessing of earth.

Beyond embroidered cloaks,
Thorny hedges, arid land

Nubile young girls rejoice —

. Like the earth, as yet undesired.

| stood sampling the scent of Jerusalem salvia
The fragrance of myrrh immortal

Nothing beyond remains.
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SCENES OF ISRAEL: MADRIGAL No.4 NOPN DN NN D1 1282 PTN? DDNN) VNI ,M3I Nt 000 1IWNN oY PyRT mT
ANV SY DHPAOOPNT ,DXMASN PND? SPSS NX INSN JH0IN KN - NOHN
"FROM THE SALT OF YOUR WATERS IS THE SALT OF MY INWHTIN DY ("ADIDNN™) YD29N YO0 DY THRNNG 1N 93 1192 123 DTN Iy Touw Xon
BLOOD AND TEARS" (The lineaments of my homeland)
- To the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. WO

2I2Y0 DVNTIDN YV DNMWNN *2WNN 198171 1097 ,189471 1510 A9394) 228-29IN

Text: Uri-Zvi Grinberg 9TANNT /NI TONWIIRN IAVA NPYD IPTIND NPYLRI NP0 RIPY DUIPDISDPN

y DN M 1IN DX DY 223 SV PMODNN AKX MNRYN JPRY NPAVPRN MN0DIT 0
About Madrigal No. 4

' 2 a3 im'ana
The poet's blood and tears mingle, and together they blend with the waters of the e

Mediterranean and the Dead sea. The salt stings his open, unhealing wounds of
suffering. Born on alien seil, the poet yeamns continuously to become one with
the landscape (the lineaments) of the Land of Israel. A heavy texture of eight
dodecaphonic vocal lines is used to illustrate the poet's words.

Tsippi Fleischer

Uri-Zvi Grinberg - born in 1894 and died in 1981 - was one of the important_
poets of Hebrew modernism. He was an expressionist who called for the creation
of an exclusive type of poetics for the Hebrew poetry of the Land of Israel in order
to differentiate it from the European traditions which he found inappropriate to the

history of the Semites and the lineaments of their homeland.
Prof. Ziva Ben-Porat
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MIMELAKH MEYMEKHA HEN MELAKH DAMI ’UDMA’AY

Li nidmé ki
Yadi mekhakd
betikdn nidbekhéy piyutdy:
Lelohdy, Setikén
moladeti hazét, hasal’it, hakholit.
Kematkuntd bakhsl ‘uvaséla
bagdy ’uvahar —

Matkdnet molédet hardakh Seli: bituydy.

’Eynéni ’omdn hatsimtsdm
ve’aldf mitdt Sdoém,
Lakhén lo ’ukhdl lekhayél
betokh klipdt ’egéz ktand
Ma’avayéy hadam hanigras.
Vehineni loméd-’et tordt haritmus miyam:
Bekhartikha mimorim, Y&m Tikhdn,
lemori ba3ird!
Mimélakh meymékha
hen mélakh dami ’udma’dy — —
Slakh ki nolddeti beta’dt
lo ’al khupékha
"Usfit ’Ever lo haytd sfdc imf
’éla sfdt dami,

Ve’anokhi nekhndkti 35dm baydmbus halo’éz — —

Me’atim hem ’adayin tofséy hamatkdnet
Hasal’it hakholit bahdr ’uva’émek,
Kedéy Setistakéf

be’eyneyhém, bedim’dm ’uvedamdm —
Va’ani mafria 1i3én

bezé ritmus-haydm-Sebikhtdv.

@ ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
SaAnnS MMBY IMRN DO

FROM THE SALT OF YOUR WATERS
IS THE SALT OF MY BLOOD AND MY TEARS
(THE LINEAMENTS OF MY HOMELAND)

It seems to me,

When designing the course of my poems,
that my hand pays homage:

To my God, who designed i
this rocky, sandy homeland of mine.

Like its lineaments in the sand, rock,

valley and mountain —

The lineaments of my spiritual homeland: my phrases.

I am no master of reduction

nor expert on the bed of Sodom,
Thus | cannot callibrate

within a small nutshell
The desires of the turbulent blood.
And | learn the laws of rhythm from the sea:
You were the one | chose, 0 Mediterranean Sea,

as my poetry teacher!
From the salt of your waters

is the salt of my blood and my tears — —
Forgive that, in error,

| was born not on your shores

And Hebrew was not my mother-tongue,

but the language of my blood,

>ynT1 DI Ny T A70°hR nYnn
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120Y , 27Ky
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And | was sorely stifled there by the alien iambus —— —— Tyi7n D12R22 oy TRR 7A72M) 20311

There are few as yet who perceive the lineaments —

Rocky and sandy — of mountain and valley,

And have them reflected

in their eyes, in their tears and their blood —

And | disturb people’s sleep
with this rhythm-of-the-sea-in-words.

nyanaa ?pgin 177Y 09 07BYR
,70Y21 103 n27i00 n7y7Ed
agaYny 212

— o721 DYRTR ,0772°Y3
1i¥27 ¥y»190 1K)
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Uri-Zvi Grinberg, 1928/9. In: M. Megged (ed.), "Lyrical Poems 1900-1970" (in Hebrew), Ramat-Gan,

Massada, 1970.
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TSIPPI FLEISCHER

SCENES OF ISRAEL: MADRIGAL No.5
"TWO EAGLES AND A SINGLE FIG-TREE" - To the Lower Galilee

Text: Esther Raab
About Madrigal No. 5

Tranquility is to be found in nature: a bird up on high, the foliage of a dense forest

in silence...In quiet, dreamy tones, the music depicts moments of spiritual calm,

of serenity.
Tsippi Fleischer

Esther Raab - born in 1899, died in 1981 - is one of Hebrew modernism's
outstanding figures. Characteristically she uses imagistic and minimalistic poetics,
unlike the rest of her generation who preferred symbolism and expressionism.
When the generation of the new State with its own poetics came to the fore (Zach,
Amichai), Raab's importance as representative par excellence of this movement
was recognized.

Prof. Ziva Ben-Porat
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Esther Raab, 1932. In: "Esther Raab. Collected Poems" (in Hebrew), ed. by Ehud Ben-Zzer,

Tel-Aviv, Zmora Bitan, 1988.

English: Gila Abrahamson.
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TSIPPI FLEISCHER

SCENES OF ISRAEL: MADRIGAL No.6

"THERE GOD'S GARDEN FLOURISHES" -
To the Sea of Galilee (Lake Kinneret)

Text: Yaakov Fichman

About Madrigal No. 6

The madrigal which concludes the entire work is a series of variations on the well-
known Hebrew song, "Al Sfat Yam Kinneret" (On the shore of the Sea of Galilee) -
melody: Hanina Karchevsky. The Kinneret is the symbol of the beautiful landscape

of the Land of Israel.

The words tell of a splendid palace on the shores of the lake where God's garden
flourishes. A youth lives there alone and studies with the Prophet Elijah. No wave

stirs; even the birds stand and listen to the teachings of the Lord.

The sixth madrigal is in extremely festive mood with a twenty-voiced canon on
Karchevsky's original melody bringing the entire work to a grandiose /& conclusion.

Tsippi Fleischer

Yaakov Fichman was born in 1881 and died in 1958. He was one of the
outstanding lyricists of the new Hebrew poetry; without rebelling against Bialik's
poetics, he enriched Hebrew poetry with impressionistic nuances and new ways of
celebrating nature and scenic beauty.

Prof. Ziva Ben-Porat
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GAN ’EL SAM NATUA

'Al sfdt yam Kinéret

Armén rav tif’éret

Gan ‘€1 3Zam natuda

BS ’éts lo yanda.

L)

M{ gdr Zam? - Rak nd’ar

Ka’sf bidmi yd’ar,
Loméd Zam tord hu

Mipi ’Eliydhu.

Hés, gdl lo koléakh,

Kol ’6f haporéakh

'Oméd vesSoméa

Tordt ’é1 boléa.

n137na71 113700 TIPAD DRYIND

THERE GOD’S GARDEN FLOURISHES

On the shore of Lake Kinneret
Stands a palace of great splendour;
There God’s garden flourishes

In it no tree is stirring.

Who lives there? - A lone youth
Like a bird in the silent forest;
He studies the Holy Law there

At the feet of Elijah.

Hush, no wave is rippling —
All the birds of heaven
Are standing still and listening

God’s Law they are imbibing.

yanl oy 7x 1A

n1an o2 ngv 7y
,MIR9A 21 TINIK
yavl oy 7R T2
Y¥137 N7 Yy i3

Y3 Pl — 70 74 7R
Y2 T2 qiY3

x1n nIA oY Tniv
1278 790

,071p X7 73 ,v@
nisa qiy 72
ynivl TRy
.y71a % min

AU MY ppEolk e rrng 1811 , tHa7a Ipp?

L1970 ,R"n N7777p7 HRIW72 D?777V?T1827PN T1A7R OY Q1nwl

vaakov Fichman, 1911. In: "Shiron le-khita VI" ("Song-book for the Sixth
Grade"), Tel-Aviv, published by the Ministry of Education and Culture in
collaboration with Israel Composers' League and Tel-Aviv Municipality,

1970.

English: Gila Abrahamson.

2301RY MMBY MNANN ©
& ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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TSIPPI FLEISCHER
"THERE GOD'S GARDEN FLOURISHES" - to the Sea of Galilee
Text: Yaakov Fichman
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